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Bin it to Win it! (KS 2)                                               PREPARATION GUIDE 

 
 

Be a contestant in this new science game show and help to save the 
planet by learning to reduce, reuse & recycle:  

- race to sort steel and aluminium cans using the power of an electromagnet;  
- discover some of the amazing things we can make from stuff we normally 
throw away;  
- discuss and vote on how we can each improve the way we deal with waste;  
- put all this information together in the final frantic Bin it to Win it Challenge.  
Rubbish might, at first sight, seem like a pretty boring and irrelevant topic to 
pupils. This interactive show uses a range of techniques to bring important 
waste management issues to life for them:  a quiz format; magic tricks; lots of volunteers; hands-on challenges; and 
exciting science demonstrations. 

 

key concepts and vocabulary 

 Our normal waste ends up either being buried in massive holes in the ground, called landfill sites; or burnt in 
massive ovens, called incinerators.  Neither of these are good ways of coping with our waste.   

 There are better ways of dealing with our rubbish - we usually Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ о ǊΩǎ - reduce; reuse; recycle. 

 άReducingέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŜƎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ǳǎƛƴƎ less packaging; not 
buying things that you can only use once.   Many scientists think reducing is the most important way of 
decreasing the damage we cause through our waste. 

 Many of the things we throw away can be re-used by us or someone else ς άreusingέ means using something 
again. 

 ¢ƻ άrecycleέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
that can be recycled in our normal waste bins these valuable materials are lost forever. But not all materials can 
be recycled as easily as others.  In the show, we look at the ways that paper, glass, some plastics and metal can 
be recycled. 

 small changes by everyone can make a big difference - whenever we reduce, reuse or recycle, as well as 
reducing how much rubbish we have ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
resources to make new things.  The small changes we all make can together make a big difference.  

 
Further information explaining the demonstrations and concepts used in the show, with some suggested follow-up 
activities, can be found in the support notes for this show at www.think-differently.co.uk 

 


